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Oglala - Last week, 
the OST Council met 
in special session at the 
Prairie Wind Casino 
hotel conference room, 
after interviews of six 
of the eight Chief of Po-
lice candidates, Grace 
Her Many Horses was 
selected as the OST 
Department of Public 
Safety new Chief of Po-
lice.

     Candidates inter-

viewed included Dan-
ielle Conroy Means 
who has been in law 
enforcement for 17 
years and had worked 
in all nine districts; 
Mark Mesteth who has 
worked 25 years in law 
enforcement, had been 
an acting chief of po-
lice for almost a year 
and had been a cap-
tain; John Pettigrew, 
currently the interim 
chief, had been through 
basic training at Artesia 
and Criminal Investiga-
tion training and been 

Petitions for positions 
of OST President, Vice 
President and tribal 
council representatives 
are available from the 
OST Election Commis-
sion starting Monday 
August 5; completed 
petitions need to be re-
turned no later than 
Friday, August 23 with 
candidates certified on 
September 6.OST Pri-
mary ballot posted on 
September 26 with OST 
Primary Election sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 4, polls 
open 8am closed 8pm, election re-
sults certified October 8.

Nominating petitions for Secretary, 
Treasurer, Fifth member and Sgt at 
Arms/Critic available October 24, 
General Election sample ballot posted 

October 28, deadline to return nom-
inating petitions for Secretary, Trea-
surer, Fifth Member and Sgt at Arms/
Critic Nov. 4; OST General Election 
November 5, polls open at 8am, close 
at 8pm, certified results November 
16; swearing in of new officials on De-
cember 3.

TOM CRASH
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As the expedition marched south from 
the sacred cave that we described last 
week, the Black Hills came within view. 
“What a glorious moment,” a private 
named Theodore Ewert exclaimed when 
he first saw them on July 17th.

But expedition soldiers were uneasy 
too. As we already discussed, Black 
Elk’s account indicates they were under 
surveillance. And this week, they felt 
watched. 

(If you’d like to track the expedition’s 
movements, please visit our website: 
https://tinyurl.com/rwaffkbk).

On July 13th, Captain McDougall saw 
a “body of Indians” whom he suspected 
of monitoring their movements. General 

This is our Week 4 (July 
22-28) “dispatch” from an 
infamous 1874 expedition 
to find gold in Paha Sapa 
that took place exactly one 
hundred and fifty years 
ago. We mine the rich ar-
chive of documentary re-
cords that it produced to 
ask what it reveals about 
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Petitions available Aug. 5

KYLE - For the sec-
ond year in a row, Little 
Wound School has sched-
uled a Readers Theater/
Oral Interp Camp; this 
year the camp will run 
July 29 through August 2 
at Little Wound School, 
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Wakpamni District breaks 
ground on new service center

BY CRAIG HOWE AND LUKAS RIEPPEL 

Her Many 
Horses new 
Chief of Police

JoAnn Sierra has been working at the Wakpamni Service Center since 2007, as the employee 
with the most seniority, she was chosen to cut the ribbon as Wakpamni district broke ground 
on the new government services building this past Wednesday.

Slow Bull’s Wife, 
photographed by Edward 
E. Curtis in 1907. Courtesy 
of the Library of Congress.
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Smoke Signals, by Oscar Howe, ca. 1953.
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A statement from the 
Native American Rights 
Fund (NARF) says the 
city’s action is an at-
tempt to intimidate the 
Tribe into withdrawing 
its request for docu-
ments that could shine 
light on any new Voting 
Rights Act violations 
that could prevent Na-
tive Americans from 
having an equal oppor-
tunity to participate in 
the political process 
and elect representa-
tives of their choice. 

 The Tribe, repre-
sented by the Native 
American Rights Fund 
(NARF), ACLU of South 
Dakota, and Public 
Counsel, is appealing 
the City of Martin’s ac-
tions to the South Da-
kota Office of Hearing 
Examiners. 

“The City of Martin’s 
attempt to block the 
Tribe from obtaining 
public documents about 
its redistricting process 
is alarming given the 
long history of voting 

violations against Na-
tive Americans in South 
Dakota. NARF will con-
tinue to join with Tribes 
to resist,” Samantha 
Kelty, NARF senior 
staff attorney, said in a 
statement. 

“The Oglala Sioux 
Tribe understands it 
may have to pay a rea-
sonable fee for the re-
cords it requested, but 
charging attorney fees is 
simply not reasonable,” 
said OST President 
Frank Star Comes Out. 

“The City of Martin has 
no legal right to charge 
Native Americans a 
higher rate for copies 
of public records. The 
Tribe will not stand by 
while the city attempts 
to put up these illegal 
roadblocks. The Tribe 
demands the same 
transparency to which 
every other member of 
the public is entitled.”

Charging a reason-
able fee for city staff 
time to fulfill a public 
records request is per-
missible. The City of 
Martin, however, did 
not calculate a potential 
fee and simply stated 
that the “request may 
cost many, many hours 
of both attorney and 
city employee time.”  

Charging attorney 
fees is not allowed un-
der South Dakota law. 
South Dakota law also 
does not require Tribes 
to waive sovereign im-
munity to obtain public 
records. 

The Tribe first made 
a request on Aug. 25, 
2023, for records re-
lating to potential vi-
olations of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. The 
records requested span 
20 years and include 
election results, redis-
tricting maps, agendas 
from meetings where 
redistricting was dis-
cussed, any and all 
analysis of Section 2 of 
the Voting Rights Act, 
and more.  

The city denied the re-
quest on Sept. 11, 2023. 
A letter penned by the 
city’s attorney’s, Gun-
derson, Palmer, Nelson 
& Ashmore, LLP, stat-
ed, “[i]f full payment is 
not received upfront,” 
the city requires the 

Tribe to “waive sover-
eign immunity to ac-
count for the possible 
non-payment of the 
requested materials. 
The Oglala Sioux Tribe 
must include the waiver 
in its written confirma-
tion that it will pay the 
associated fee for gath-
ering the twenty years 
of records.” 

The letter also stat-
ed the hourly cost to 
acquire the requested 
materials could total 
nearly $500, between 
attorney’s fees and 
hourly wage for city 
employees.

 “Imposing attorney 
fees on public records 
requests will act as a de-
terrent, rendering them 
financially inaccessible 
to the vast majority of 
the public,” Mustafa 
Filat, Justice Catalyst 
Fellow at Public Coun-
sel’s Opportunity Un-
der Law Project, said in 
a statement. 

On Nov. 29, 2023, 
The Oglala Sioux Tribe 
objected to the city’s 
conditions outlined in 
the letter. On Dec. 9, 
2023, the city issued a 
statement affirming its 
stance. 

The Tribe has since 
reduced the request 
from 20 years of re-
cords to 10 years of re-
cords. 

“In a democracy, peo-
ple are entitled to infor-
mation about the work 
the government is car-
rying out on their be-
half. The Oglala Sioux 
Tribe is no different,” 
Stephanie Amiotte, 
ACLU of South Dakota 
legal director, said in 
a statement. “But the 
city’s conditions are un-
reasonable, not ground-

ed in South Dakota law, 
and undermine the ob-
jective of governmen-
tal transparency at the 
heart of the public re-
cords request process. 
The city’s conditions 
also treat Tribes in 
South Dakota different-
ly than other requesters 
who are making public 
records requests.”

“The requests are 
vague and broad, leav-
ing it difficult for a lay-
person to determine 
whether a statutory 
exception applies,” 
Sara Frankenstein, an 
attorney representing 
the City of Martin, told 
The Rapid City Journal. 
“Many of the requests 
require legal analy-
sis as to whether the 
documents sought are 
excluded from public 
disclosure pursuant to 
South Dakota law. Ad-
ditionally, the request 
sought documents 
spanning over twenty 
years. Such a huge and 
broad request is tax-
ing on the City of Mar-
tin’s resources and its 
citizenry. The City of 
Martin is small, and re-
sources are thin.”

The city asked that 
the Tribe wave its sover-
eign immunity — which 
protects it from both 
private and commercial 
lawsuits, like any other 
nation — to ensure the 
request would be paid 
should it be fulfilled.

The Tribe is appeal-
ing to the South Dakota 
Office of Hearing Ex-
aminers, alleging the 
conditions sought by 
the City of Martin are 
unreasonable at best or 
were sought in bad faith 
at worst. 

CITY OF MARTIN STALLS OST RECORDS REQUEST       
Continued from A1

OGLALA - On Tues-
day, the OST Council 
met at the Prairie Wind 
Casino hotel conference 
room, following an al-
most two hour execu-
tive session, the council 
voted 15-0-2 to approve 
a new five year lease for 
Buche’s food, hardware 
and auto parts; the new 
lease included two ad-
dendums, one that Bu-
che’s would work with 
an OST task force on 
security and two that 
Buche’s maintenance 
would work with OST 
Property and Supply.

“It’s hard to explain 
the joy, there were tears 
of joy for my team and 
I thought of a promise 
I made to my father 
about having a grocery 
store on Pine Ridge 
Reservation,” said RF 
Buche about receiving a 
new five year lease, “we 
started working on this 
nine months ago, we 
went out to every dis-
trict across the reserva-
tion, we listened to com-
munity members and 

asked for their support 
for a new five year lease; 
lots of people were sup-
portive, couldn’t believe 
the amount of letters 
and thank you’s we re-
ceived.”

Foods and con-
venience stores are 
our strength and our 
strength is operating in 
Indian Country, rural 
areas, not in towns with 
over 10,000 people, 
our sweet spot is Pine 
Ridge, Mission, Indian 
Country, added Buche, 
we want to deal with 
the inequities, with 
price discrimination, 
we’ve been to Wash-
ington DC, we’ve testi-
fied before Congressio-
nal committees, we’ve 
brought attention to the 
Robinson-Patman Act, 
an act that is antitrust 
law, preventing large 
franchises from engag-
ing in price discrim-
ination against small 
businesses and we’ve 
brought a member of 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission to Pine Ridge, 
we’ve brought USDA 
here to Pine Ridge, 
we’ve brought training 
to the staff, better ben-

efits, we’ve given over 
$2 million back to the 
community, we provide 
gift certificates to the 
elderly each month and 
a 10 lb tube of ground 
beef each month to vet-
erans, we have weekly 
specials and you buy a 
gallon of milk, you get 
a gallon free, same with 
eggs.

We had so many of 
our staff, our team 
members that wanted 
to come to the council 
meeting, we hired a bus 
to bring them, they’ve 
had my back over the 
past five years, I have 
their back now, stated 
Buche.

On Pine Ridge, Bu-
che’s Food, Hardware 
and Auto Parts employs 
60 people and the Gus 
Stop out to Wanblee 
has 20-25 employees, 
overall across the Bu-
che landscape in South 
Dakota, they have 470-
500 employees. In addi-
tion to the stores in Pine 
Ridge and Wanblee, the 
Buche family includes 
in Mission a Buche 
Foods, a Gus Stop, a 
Gus Stop Express and a 
Taco John’s, in Gregory 

Buche Foods, a Subway 
and a Gus Stop, in Wag-
ner a Buche Foods, a 
Gus Stop, a Taco John’s 
and the corporate head-
quarters, in Winner 
Ace Hardware & Lum-
ber, Taco John’s and a 
Gus Stop, a Gus Stop in 
White River, Pickstown 
and Lake Andes, Al’s 
Oasis in Oacoma, Ace 
Hardware & Lumber in 
Martin.

“When I look at our 
first five years on Pine 
Ridge, I look at the re-
lationships we’ve built, 
getting out to nine 

districts, getting to 
know people, working 
through Covid together, 
getting a star quilt from 
Medicine Root district, 
building relationships 
with our team,” said 
RF Buche as he looked 
back, “we’re going to 
celebrate our five year 
anniversary on April 9, 
we’re going to draw 50 
names and award each 
person $500, every 
time you shop you’ll get 
a chance, we’re going to 
have $75 punch cards, 
each time you fill a card 
you get a $5 coupon to 

use at any of our stores 
or at Big Bats and five 
chances in the April 9th 
drawing.

In the coming five 
years, we want to have 
a bigger presence in 
the districts, have a lot 
more community in-
volved, added Buche, I 
work at being accessi-
ble, at being part of the 
community, honestly, 
I’m not in this to make 
money, I want to help 
people, work at good 
deeds.

TOM CRASH
LT CONTRIBUTOR

5 year Buche Lease Approved

Registration is now open for the Spring 2023 semester. 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: DECEMBER 23, 2022
Financial Aid:    455-6037        455-6038        455-6039  

Registrar:   455-6033   &   455-6036

Classes begin January 23, 2023
NEW/RETURNING STUDENTS: Deadline for admission for new and transfer-in stu-
dents and for students returning after a stop-out is December 9, 2022. The following
admission documents must be submitted – Official high school, GED or college tran-
scripts, tribal enrollment, valid identification card, social security card & FAFSA appli-
cation. Contact your local college center for further information and assistance.

CONTINUING STUDENTS: Have a 2022-23 FAFSA on file. Enroll in Spring 2023
courses through Jenzabar using the tentative schedule sent by your counselor if appli-
cable.  Contact your local college center for further information and assistance as well
as to confirm which admission documents maybe needed.  

BOOKSTORE: Students must have a 2022-23 FAFSA on file to receive a book voucher.
Book vouchers will be emailed to the student’s email address from the “Customer Expe-
rience” automated email from the bookstore. Books can be ordered starting November
14, 2022. Ensure you’re logged into Single Sign On (SSO) and go to my.olc.edu in your
web browser then click “The Online Bookstore” tab. Here, you’ll see the OLC online
bookstore through TextX.com.  For books and supplies that can only be ordered through
OLC’s bookstore students will need to fill out a form available on OLC’s website –
www.olc.edu. Need help? Contact bookstore staff at olc.textbookx.com/Help or 605-
455-6075.    

OLC <> PO Box 490 <> Kyle, SD 57752 <> 605-455-6000 <> www.olc.edu
Drug, Alcohol, Smoke Free & Gun Free/Weapon Free Campuses

Lakota Oyate kin Wounspe  Tantanhan un Tokata Etkiya Igloapi kte

Rebuilding the Lakota Nation Through Education

Nursing 867-5856
Eagle Nest 462-6274
East Wakpamni 288-1834
LaCreek 685-6407
Pahin Sinte 867-5404
Pass Creek 455-2757

He Sapa 342-1513
Pejuta Haka 455-2450
Pine Ridge 867-5893
Oglala 867-5780
Wounded Knee 867-5352
Cheyenne River 964-8011
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Nursing 867-5856
Pine Ridge 867-5893
Oglala 867-5780
Cheyenne River        964-8011
Pejuta Haka/Kyle      455-2450
East Wakpamni/       288-1834
Batesland

HeSapa/Rapid City 342-1513
Pahin Sinte/Porcupine      867-5404
Eagle Nest/Wanblee 462-6274
LaCreek/Martin 685-6407
Pass Creek/Allen 455-2757
Wounded Knee/   867-5352
Manderson

REGISTER NOW! Registering early means a successful start. 
Early registration provides time to choose the best class schedule for
the new semester and to have textbooks ordered and delivered before
classes begin.  Wishing you all a successful semester and best of luck in
your studies. Each class you take brings you closer to your dream of a
college education. As the saying goes, your education is something that
can never be taken from you. You earned it and it is yours.   

Registration is now open for the Spring 2024 Semester
DEADLINE TO REGISTER EXTENDED: JANUARY 12, 2024

Financial Aid:  455-6037 / 455-6038 / 455-6039
Registrar:  455-6032 / 455-6033 / 455-6036

Wishing you all a successful semester and best of luck in
Your studies. Each class you take brings you closer to your 

dream of a College Education. ”Your education is something 
that can never be taken from you” is one of the most famous 
inspirational education quotes. You earned it and it is yours.

NEW/RETURNING STUDENTS: Deadline for admission for new and transfer-in students 
And for students returning after a stop-out is January 5, 2024. The following admission 
documents must be submitted – Official High School, GED or College transcripts, tribal 
enrollment, Valid identification card, Social Security Card & 2023-24 FAFSA Application. 
Contact your local college center for further information and assistance.

CONTINUING STUDENTS: Have a 2023-24 FAFSA on file. Enroll in Spring 2024 Courses
Through Jenzabar using the tentative schedule sent by your counselor if applicable.
Contact your local college center for further information and assistance as well as to 
confirm which admission documents may be needed.

BOOKSTORE: On-line Bookstore Open.  Free Shipping-Jan 2-9, 2024 Students must 
have a 2022-23 FAFSA on file to receive a Book Voucher. Book Vouchers will be emailed 
to the student’s email address from the “Customer Experience” Automated email from 
the bookstore. Books can be ordered starting November 14, 2023. Ensure you are logged 
into Single Sign On (SSO) and go to my.old.edu in your web browser Then click “The 
Online Bookstore” tab.  Here, you’ll see the OLC online bookstore through TextX.com. For 
books and supplies that can only be ordered through OLC’s Bookstore students Will need 
to fill out a form available on OLC’s website – www.olc.edu. Need help? Contact book-
store staff at olc.textbookx.com/Help  or call 605-455-6075

Classes begin January 22, 2024

FALL 2024 SEMESTER
Deadline to Register: August 6, 2024

Classes Begin August 26, 2024
Registrar: 605-455-6032 – 605-455-6033 – 605-455-6036

Financial Aid: 605-455-6037- 605-455-6038 – 605-455-6039
Wishing you all a successful semester and best of luck in your studies. Each 
class you take brings you closer to your dream of a college education. “Your 

education is something that can never be taken from you” is one of the most 
famous inspirational education quotes. You earned it and it is yours!

New/Returning Students: Deadline for admission for new and transfer-in students 
and for students returning after a stop-out is August 2, 2024. The following admission 
documents must be submitted – official high school, GED or college transcripts, tribal 
enrollment, valid identification card, social security number & FAFSA application. Contact 
your local college center for further information and assistance. 
Continuing Students: Have a 2024-2025 FAFSA on file. Enroll in Fall 2024 courses 
through Jenzabar using the tentative schedule sent by your counselor if applicable. Contact 
your local college center for further information and assistance as well as to confirm which 
admission documents may be needed.
Bookstore: Students must have a 2024-2025 FAFSA on file to receive a book voucher and 
be approved by the Financial Aid Office. Book vouchers will be emailed to the student’s 
email address from the “Customer Experience” automated email from the bookstore. Books 
can now be ordered. Ensure you’re logged into the Single Sign On (SSO) and to my.olc.
edu in your web browser then click “The Online Bookstore” tab. Here, you’ll see the OLC’s 
Online bookstore through olc.textbookx.com. For books and supplies that can only be 
ordered through OLC’s Bookstore, students will need to fill out a form available on the OLC’s 
website-www.olc.edu, under the Textbook Assistance tab.  Need help? Contact bookstore 
staff at olc.textbookx.com/Help or call 605-455-6075. Bookstore: On-line Bookstore opens 
June 24, 2024. Free shipping week: August 4 – August 10, 2024.

COLLEGE CENTERS:
Pine Ridge – 605-867-5893
Pahin Sinte/Porcupine – 605-867-5404
Eagle Nest/Wanblee – 605-462-6274
Pejuta Haka/Kyle – 605-455-2450
Lacreek/Martin – 605-685-6407
Pass Creek/Allen – 605-455-2757

Oglala – 605-867-5780
Wounded Knee/Manderson – 605-867-5352
Cheyenne River – 605-964-8011
Nursing – 605-867-5856
HeSapa/Rapid City – 605-342-1513

OLC <> PO Box 490 <> Kyle, SD 57752 <> 605-455-6000 <> www.olc.edu
All Campuses Drug, Alcohol & Smoke Free
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in Dan Snethen’s classroom and the 
school’s amphitheater.

“Last year, we had seven students 
who worked hard, carried the mo-
mentum forward into the school year 
and Tualified for State, earning a Su-
perior ranking,” said Dan Snethen, 
Little Wound oral Interp coach and 
camp coordinator, “we had national-
ly known Shirlene and Brandon Jo-
seph direct the camp, using the writ-
ings of -oseph 0arshall, “:alking 
with *randfather” was created for 
the Readers Theater and became an 
award winner.”

Shirlene and Brandon Joseph will 
be back this year, we’re looking for 
12-15 students to participate, it’s 
open to all students from seventh 
grade to ��th grade from any school, 
added Snethen, it’s a great opportu-
nity to learn about Readers Theater 
and Oral Interp, it’ll offer a chal-
lenge, be fun, it offers a chance to be 
creative. Not sure yet what will be the 
subject area for Readers Theatre but 
one area maybe, 0issing and 0ur-
dered Indigenous :omen.

“We’ll have opportunities to look at 
all seven areas of oral Interp as well, 
serious reading, duet interpretation, 
humorous reading, non�original or-
atory, poetry reading, readers the-
atre and storytelling,” said Snethen, 
“oral Interp is such a great opportu-
nity to gain self confidence, to learn 
life skills, to become comfortable in 
speaking in front of an audience, this 
camp offers students great experi-
ences.”

The camp will have two sessions 
each day, 10am to 12noon and 1:00-
����pm each day, free of charge. For 
information call Dan Snethen at 605 
201-6930 or email Dan at snethen@
hotmail.com.

Oral Interp will once again be part 
of the Lakota Nation Invitational 
in December; last year five schools 
competed in four areas, Readers 
Theatre, poetry reading, storytelling 
and original oratory including Little 
Wound, Takini, White River, Custer 
and RC Christian. We hope to have 
more schools and maybe add anoth-
er performance area added Snethen; 
for a couple of the performance areas 
last year, we had standing room only.

LITTLE WOUND SCHEDULES READERS THEATER/ORAL INTERP CAMP
Continued from A1

Little Wound’s award winning Readers Theater group from last year included Malik Eastman, Ava Young Bear, Natalie Campbell and 
Nikolas Yellow Boy.

the region’s Native in-
habitants. To follow 
along online, go to 
https://tinyurl.com/
rwaffkbk.

On July 26, 1874, 
the expedition came 
across an old “Indian” 
camp and what looked 
like a hastily aban-
doned campsite. They 
found smoldering coals 
and discarded animal 
bones, as well as fresh-
cut tipi poles. They also 
found wooden stakes 
driven into the ground 
for stretching and dry-
ing animal skins.

Later that day, Ari-
karan scouts located 
a third camp of twen-
ty�seven Lakotans �fif-
teen children, seven 
women, and five men�. 
When a company of sol-
diers (and newspaper 
reporters� arrived, Fred 
Power, writing for the 
St. Paul Press, found 
an “encampment” that 
“looks beautiful, as 
we saw it through our 
glasses. The white buck-
skins newly tanned, 
that covered the lodge 
poles, were as white as 
an officer’s tent before 
it comes in contact with 
storm or sunshine. The 
[women] seated on the 
ground cutting up deer 
meat, others eating and 
some beading mocca-
sins, the young Indians 
lying around in every 
attitude enMoying their 
freedom and the sun-
shine, and the dogs, ly-
ing in the shade of a tipi 
were happy.” It was an 
idyllic scene, but Custer 
ordered the soldiers to 
surround it while the 
interpreter Louis Agard 
approached to make 
contact.

The outcome of that 
encounter was disas-
trous for the camp and 

its inhabitants. One of 
the men, Long Bear, was 
shot, and another, One 
Stab, was held hostage 
and forced to serve as 
a guide for the expedi-
tion. Everyone else Àed, 
but to avoid benefitting 
the expedition, they 
first destroyed their 
possessions they had to 
leave behind, including 
their lodges, tools, and 
food stores. 

But before these trag-
ic events, expedition 
accounts record that in 
response to the sudden 
appearance of enemy 
scouts and US soldiers, 
one of the Lakotan men, 
Slow Bull, invited some 
of the soldiers into his 
wife’s buffalo hide tipi. 
Ama]ingly, she was a 
daughter of the famous 
Oglalan leader, 5ed 
Cloud. “0rs. 5. C. Slow 
Bull,” as 1athan .nap-
pen of the Bismarck 
Tribune called her, “had 
been much frightened” 
by the unexpected visi-
tors. But upon reali]ing 
that immediate violence 
was averted, she “gave 
expression to a counte-
nance indicating a warm 
heart [and] became very 
sociable and was really 
glad to welcome us and 
entertained us in a live-
ly manner.” 

According to Dako-
ta ethnographer Ella 
Deloria, “The tipi was 
a carefully designed 
and pridefully erected 
structure, in obedience 
to exact rules of proce-
dure and making, and 
a safe, kindly place in-
side.” .nappen noted 
that 0rs. Slow Bull’s 
tipi “was the neatest 
and cleanest of the five” 
in the camp and that 
her family’s belongings 
“not needed for imme-
diate use were packed 

away, neatly tied up in 
clean skins. The Àoors 
were carpeted with oth-
er skins, and on every 
hand was evidence of 
taste and industry–and 
vanity as well.” 

The four essential 
components of a tipi, 
according to Delora, 
were the lodge poles, 
the buffalo hide cover, 
the lacing pins that hold 
the ends of the cover 
together, and the an-
choring pins that hold 
the cover to the earth. 
5egarding the poles, 
pine was preferred “be-
cause of its strength and 
slenderness. All women 
aspired to owning pine 
lodge poles someday, 
but not all were ever 
that fortunate.” 

0rs. Slow Bull and 
the women who owned 
the other tipis were in 
the Black Hills to har-
vest lodgepole pine 
trees and prepare them 
as tipi poles for their 
lodges. They were pro-
cessing game animals 
for meat, clothing, sup-
plies, and tools for their 
families, and gathering 
herbs and berries for 
medicines and fruit. 
Confronted by enemy 
scouts and American 
soldiers, 0rs. Slow 
Bull responded with 
grace and hospitality, 
welcoming them into 
her home. Expedition 
members reciprocated 
with violence.

The Center for Amer-
ican Indian Research 
and Native Studies 
(CAIRNS) is an Indi-
an-controlled nonprofit 
research and educa-
tion center founded in 
2004 and located in the 
Lacreek District of Pine 
Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota.


